
Although not as clear as the other connections we have already examined, the serpent motif forms an unmistakable link 
between the first two books of the Bible.  You might well ask how is this possible when the only references to a serpent in 
Exodus are to Yahweh’s transformation of Moses’ rod into a serpent, 4:3, and to  the falsification of this event by the 
Egyptian magicians using their secret arts, 7:9-12.  Nevertheless, this theme is  pressingly present.  
 This motif is grounded in the third chapter of Genesis where we discover that the peace and purity of God’s 
creation was savagely interrupted by the devious Satan, who, occupying the body of a serpent, slithers up to the woman 
and devilishly asks, “"Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?"”  3:1. This was not an innocent 
request for clarification but rather, an indirect challenge to the absolute authority of God who had specifically given man 
the privilege eat of every tree of the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, promising death upon 
disobedience, 2:16-17.  The serpent’s sinister objective soon became transparent when he openly charged the Lord God 
with restricting the freedom of Adam and his wife and of lying to them, 3:4-5.   In these verses, the Satan speaking 
through the serpent, issues a direct, frontal assault against God on many fronts, namely, on: the transcendent 
trustworthiness of God and his Word; the singular authority of God’s Word as absolutely binding upon all creatures; the 
inherent authority of the Creator to impose unqualified obligations upon his creatures for his glory and their good;  the 
Word of God as the unrivaled, consummate norm or standard by which he rules and judges his creation; etc.  In other 
words, the serpent’s words and actions introduce an open and ongoing assault against the absolute authority of God, a 
vicious battle that will continue in history until the coming of the Messiah, the ultimate Seed of the woman, who will 
decisively destroy Satan and his demons on the cross of Calvary. 
 The conflict between Pharaoh and the seed of the woman, God’s chosen people, Israel, constitutes the highest 
expression of this conflict in the Old Testament.  How?  The serpent – especially the cobra – was a conspicuous part of 
Egyptian culture.  Thought to provide protection, it was worn in all kinds of jewelry especially armbands and amulets and 
was typically carved into furniture.  Its figure was embedded into the crown of the Pharaoh and in many cases, protruded 
from it.  In this latter way it depicted the perpetual readiness of the Pharaoh to make a deadly strike against his enemies.  
It was familiarly known as a uraeus cobra symbol, from an Egyptian word meaning rising up, and indicated the Pharaoh’s 
legitimate rule as well as his absolute authority and power.  (Source: http://www.landofpyramids.org/uraeus.htm.  
Accessed May 23, 2015).  When worn on his crown, the official royal headdress of the Egyptian monarch, the serpent 
therefore presented a fearful image and formidable reminder of the unchallengeable supremacy of the Pharaoh.  This 
daunting position was even more underscored by the fact that the Egyptians ascribed deity to their pharaohs.  It was 
inevitable, therefore, that the serpent would become a recognized symbol of Pharaonic autocracy.  
 In this way, the stage was set for the massive confrontation between the eternal Creator, Ruler and Redeemer 
whose authentic and just rule over all is symbolized by truth, and the pretender, man-made god whose rule is symbolized 
by the serpent, the figure of lies, destruction and death and who stood in open defiance of Yahweh.  This showdown 
embodies the cosmic struggle between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent as depicted in Gen 3:15.  In the 
Old Covenant, this confrontation reaches its apex in the Exodus event in which the God of the Bible defends the 
Israelites, the seed of the woman, by disgracing and defeating Pharaoh and his cohorts, the seed of the serpent,  at the Sea 
of Reeds.  In the New, it takes the form of the cosmic defeat of Satan and his demons on the cross of Calvary by the 
ultimate Seed of the woman, Jesus Christ, who “..disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him.”  Col 2:15.   
  

  

  

  

   
 


